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President's Notes-from Sandy: 


1. Note that the issue of the newsletter you are now reading is the April-May issue. 
Instead of trying to 'catch-up' with ourselves, we have decided to combine April 
and May into one issue. This will afford everyone a little breathing room and will 
mean your newsletter will have arrived a bit early. Our new typesetting procedure 
has necessitated copious hours spent Seaming the Macintosh/Laser combination; 
however, the results are well worth it as it means ABUG is doing its own 
typesetting! Tom Frommer and Bill Magidson, along with Joe Walker, our printer, 
deserve all our thanks for the extraordinary effort they have put into the club 
during the last few weeks while they have struggled to get the newsletter in shape. 

2. John Heckel of MicroTrends in Shaumburg, Illinois will make the feature 
presentation at the May ABUG meeting. John (see page 21 of the February ABUG 
newsletter) will demonstrate the CD-ROM player and interface along with the 
electronic version of Grolier’s Academic American Encyclopedia. Hopetully, we 
will gain some insights into this burgeoning technology. 

3. In ABUG's November 1985 newsletter, I reported on a User Group/Apple Inc. 
conference held last fall in Cupertino. As a result of that conference, Ellen Petry 
Leanse has been hired by Apple to be the liaison between Apple and the Apple 
User Group. From Apple, we have received the first packet of what promises to be 
reams of information-the information will be available for your perusal at all ABUG 
meetings: highlights are featured below. (ABUG has ordered all 1985 and 1986 
Apple II and Macintosh technical notes. Upon their arrival they will be made 
available to all members.) 

From APPLE: 

"Our primary objective is to develop programs that will extend support from Apple 
to all Apple User Groups. Once a broad-based User Group support program is up 
and running, Apple will have more flexibility in responding to requests and inquiries 
from individual User Groups. 

"Apple will use the data base [of Apple User groups] to: match Apple guest 
speakers to User Group events; refer Apple end users to local User Groups; build 
awareness among Authorized Apple Dealers; distribute to third party vendors and 
developers. 

"An Apple for the Teacher and Apple's Student Break are programs from Apple 
Computer allowing eligible participants to receive a rebate of $75-$200 on the 
purchase of Apple //c’s ($75) to the Macintosh Plus ($200). Brochures detailing 
the rebate program can be found at authorized Apple dealers. 

"Because of the high concentration of Apple User Group officers already on 
CompuServe, Apple is considering participating in a private form for Apple User 
Group officers on MAUG, a service of CompuServe." 
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MEETING CANCELLATION: A recording at 677-4000 will provide updates if 
weather extremes force us to cancel an ABUG meeting. 









Sunday, May 18 , is ABUG Spring- 
Picnic Day! 

Reservations Required 

Shelter No.1 of Fleming Park (Lake Jacomo) has been reserved for use by ABUG 
members from 8 AM to 10 PM. 

Electricity for serious Apple users will be provided, as will hot dogs, buns, chips, 
condiments and a variety of cakes for dessert. Beverages with spirits are 
permitted, but NO glass bottles are allowed.) Please bring a salad to share. All 
else, including tableware, will be provided. Some of our members are providing a 
keg and the club will be providing soft drinks and coffee. Marshmallows, graham 
crackers and Hershey bars will be provided for late evening 'some-more's.' 

Fun and games of the non-Apple variety are being planned: If we can locate gunny 
sacks, well have a husband-and-wife (or boyfriend-and-girlfriend) gunny-sack 
race. If a softball diamond is handy, well have a game of softball. And if an area of 
flat ground (with grass) is available, we'll set up a volley-ball court. (Sorry, no 
fishing or swimming in Lake Jacomo.) A main event will be the TUG-OF-WAR 
between the Apple II families and the Macintosh families. 

Charlie Kuchar and Jeffrey Billings will host the semi-annual ABUG auction. Please 
bring your working software and hardware rejects. You will be donating 25% of the 
final sale price to ABUG and you will receive the other 75%. All donations are tax- 
deductible. Please attach a tag on each donated item indicating the price and 
including your full name. Auction time: 2 PM. 

A raffle will feature a number of software and hardware give-aways. If you wish to 
be part of the raffle, your picnic ticket will cost $5.00. If you do not wish to take 
part in the raffle, the picnic ticket will cost $3 per adult, $1 for children under 12. 

We suggest you arrive at Shelter No.1 by 1 PM. The hot dogs will be served at 4 
PM. We plan to put out the fires and break camp at 10 PM. 

Reservations: $5.00 (includes raffle and meal/drink) 

$3.00 (includes meal and drink) 

$1.00 (children under 12) 

TO GET TO FLEMING PARK/LAKE JACOMO-AND SHELTER NO. 1 

Take 1-70 East to State Highway 291, which highway is 2.8 miles east of Noland 
Road. Turn South (Right turn) and drive 0.8 miles on Highway 291 to U.S. Highway 
40. Turn East (Left Turn) and drive 3.5 miles on Highway 40 until you arrive at 
Woods Chapel Road. (You should see a sign that points to "Fleming Park.") Turn 
South and drive about a mile 'til you see the entrance to Fleming Park. The left fork 
leads to Shelter No. 1; the right fork, to Shelters Nos. 2 through 12. Take the left 
fork. After a short drive you’ll find Shelter No.1 to your right. 







PROGRAM NOTES-April 


Don Justesen 
Member at Large 

The rumors of an open-architecture Macintosh have been circulating for many 
months, but comes now the first notice in hard print that an expandable Mac- 
like micro is in the offing by Apple. THE PRINTOUT, a small, slick journal 
published by the PC Network out of Chicago, informs in the latest issue 
(Vol.1, No.2) that THE JONATHAN will make its debut in late summer or early 
fall. According to the editor of THE PRINTOUT, Apple soon will make a forma! 
announcement of JONATHAN. 

In the same issue of THE PRINTOUT, eight pages are given to an in-depth 
review of the 512k-Mac. The review was commissioned by PC Network 
management, and it is based on several months of heavy use of the Mac-at 
home, at work, at play-by an erstwhile IBM PC enthusiast. The reader isn't 
told the name of the reviewer, only that he is a 33-year-old computer whiz 
that has spent his last 18 years working with micros, minis, or mainframes. 
The big question is: Can an IBM PC lover find true happiness with a 
Macintosh? 

Although skeptical at first, the reviewer reported that within a half hour of 
unboxing a new Mac and skimming the tutorial, he was "productive" in use of 
the machine. He writes: "The man-machine interface is SIMPLE, ELEGANT, 
POWERFUL, AND FUN!! A stark contrast to the conventional IBM PC- 
DOS command environment, which is at best confusing and mysterious to 
the uninitiated, and often barely tolerable even to the professional." Most of 
the 8-page review is laudatory, but the reviewer has some criticisms. 
Compared with the IBM PC, the Mac is slow. And the memory storage when 
the Mac is used with a single, 400k disk drive is simply inadequate. Worst of 
all, is the Mac keyboard. The reviewer admonishes Apple: "Get rid of that 
keyboard, a machine of the Mac’s capability shouldn’t be crippled by a two- 
bit unit that makes the fingers hurt. And get those 800kB drives rolling; the 
400kB units are too small_" 

On balance, the Mac made a hit with the PC Network command. The entire 
issue of THE PRINTOUT, except for cover, was put together with the Mac in 
combination with Microsoft's WORD and Apple’s LaserWriter. [The Mac, I 
note parenthetically, has been adopted as the official working computer by 

the management and staff of PC Network.] 

***** 

I didn’t say anything about the monthly ABUG program in this column. 
Rather, having written to Apple with a request for a modified Mac by which to 
use the Curry auditorium monitors in demonstration of Mac software to ABUG 
members, and having been rebuffed, I thought the least I could do was 
dedicate a column to this SIMPLE, ELEGANT, POWERFUL, AND FUN 
machine. 





MICRO COOKBOOK 

Sandy Brockmann 

I told Greg Hastings of Pinpoint that I didn't want it, that I wouldn't use it and 
that standing around in the kitchen creating things to eat was not an activity 
high on my priority list. With qreat tolerance, Greg smiled and asked what kind 
of program F wanted; I replied, 'I need a neat, fast, friendly, complete, 
organized program to file away hundreds of pieces of information. He 
handed me Micro Cookbook. 

If I had said ! wanted a program that would allow me to view three different 
indexes of my information, without waiting for the completion of a lengthy 
sort routine... 

If I had said I wanted a program that would give me two screens for each 
piece of information: one screen for lists and one screen for free-form entry 
of information... 

If I had said I wanted a program that would allow me to dump the screen to 
the printer at any time or would allow me to print (in three columns) 
alphabetized versions of my indexes... 

If I had said I wanted a calculator thrown in for quick calculations, or a note 
pad that would enable me to transfer information to the Appleworks word 
processor or spreadsheet... 

If I had said I wanted, by-the-by, an Application Environment (surely I would 
have thought of this)... 

Of course I’d want various search options included so I could search across 
at least eight different volumes for a particular piece of information. I would 
also want a wildcard search, a greater than/less than search, a not- 
containing' search... 

And I'd want it menu-driven, 40 or 80 columns, supportive of a /RAM disk, 
with mouse and keyboard entry, my own printer parameters, and, to contain 
all that information, a hard disk (no, just joking, it doesn't come with a hard 
disk, it just supports one)... 

I told Greg Hastings of Pinpoint that I didn't want it, and now it is one of four 
oroqrams I couldn't live without. I have /Apple disks full of Apple information, 
/Personal disks containing Christmas lists, medical records, amount and 
cost of natural gas consumption for a given year, and /Home disks detailing 
thinqs like the name and number of the man who did my hard-wood floors and 
the type of concrete patch I need for the porch (and probably I've even 
included recipes for Yorkshire and Cottage Pudding). And, mirable dictu, the 







information is all there-it is simple to enter and easy to find. It is a neat, fast, 
friendly, complete, organized program in which I can file away hundreds of 
pieces of information: Micro Cookbook (I just wish they’d call it something 
else). Thanks Greg. 

Micro Cookbook 

Pinpoint Publishing (formerly Virtual Combinatics) 

Box 13323 

Oakland, CA 94661 (415-654-3050) 

(List $49.95, additional filled recipe disks $19.95) 

(DOS 3.3 or ProDOS) 


RAMDISKS 
by John Thatcher 

Creating A RAMdisk 

A RAMdisk is part of a computer’s memory which has been configured to 
serve as a storage device, much like a floppy disk. However, it is only a 
temporary storage device, as the RAMdisk will disappear as soon as the 
power to the computer is turned off. 

The size of a RAMdisk will depend on the amount of memory available, and to 
some extent the location of the memory in the computer. With an Apple ][+ or 
64K //e, some sort of RAM card must be installed before a RAMdisk may be 
made available. On a 128K He or //c, the Auxiliary 64K may be used, and 
under ProDOS operations, unless the memory is used by a program, the 
Aux. bank is automatically configured as a 64K RAMdisk named /RAM. 

RAM cards are available in several different formats. For the Apple ][+ and 
//e, one has a choice of the Saturn or Titan type RAM card, which may be 
used with any type of operating system; and the Apple type RAM card, which 
is ProDOS specific, but which may be used with at least some varieties of 
Pascal. There is another option for the Apple //e, and that is the Extended 
Memory 80 column card. This is an 80 column text card that has additional 
memory added. The Apple Extended 80 column card has an additional 64K 
of memory, but there are also cards from Applied Engineering and 
Checkmate Technologies which allow one to add up to several megabytes of 
memory using add-on boards. These cards are also compatible with most 
operating systems. Memory expansion for the He requires a slightly 
different approach. There are currently two cards which allow you to expand 
the memory of the He by up to 512K. One, by Checkmate, is mainly a 
straight memory board, although there is an option for a 16-bit co-processor. 




The other card, by Applied Engineering, includes a Z-80 coprocessor and 
allows you to run CP/M software, as well as expanding the memory. These 
RAMcards are similar in operation to the extended 80 column cards. 

RAMdisks may be created for almost all of the operating systems used by an 
Apple. However, to do this, one needs to have software that will create the 
RAMdisk and also let the operating system know that the RAMdisk is there. 
This may be done by the individual if his programming skills are sufficient, 
but most RAM cards and memory expansion cards come with the software 
for at least the three most common operating systems - DOS 3.3, ProDOS, 
and Pascal. 

To use a RAMdisk, it must first be created. The program that creates the 
RAMdisk must first determine the location and size of the extra memory that 
has been installed in the computer. It then must "format" the memory to allow 
its use for data storage, and (if more than 64K of extra memory is present) 
install the bank-switching mechanisms for data storage and retrieval. It 
must then "tell" the current operating system that there is a storage device 
present, where the device is located, and (if necessary) how to access the 
device. 

Using A RAMdisk 

Once a RAMdisk has been created, using it is as simple as accessing any 
other storage device. On the Apple He or He with extended 80 col. card-type 
memory cards, the memory is accessed as if it were in Slot 3. With other 
cards, it will depend on the physical slot in which the device is installed. 
Under ProDOS, you may also access the RAMdisk by setting your prefix 
(diskname) to "/RAM". 

In general, you may NOT "boot" a RAMdisk. However, if you can install the 
operating system on the RAMdisk, this is no longer the case. Under 
ProDOS, you may copy the files "PRODOS" and "BASIC.SYSTEM" to /RAM, 
and then by running (with the command) either file you effectively "boot" 
the RAMdisk. You may also do the same in Pascal, but it’s a little trickier, 
and you must reset your "Root Volume" before "booting" the RAMdisk. DOS 
3.3, at this point, has no similar programs available, although one might be 
able to do it by capturing DOS in a binary file, then running it from the 
RAMdisk. 

You may move files to a RAMdisk in several different ways: First, one may 
create a file (with or without a program) and simply SAVE it to the RAMdisk. 
This could be as simple as creating a BASIC program, and then using the 






SAVE command. Or, you may be using a program like AppleWorks, in which 
case you could select /RAM as your storage device's pathname, or (in 
Version 1.3) you may select a RAMdisk as your storage device, and the files 
that you create will be stored on the RAMdisk. 

Another method of adding files to a RAMdisk is to transfer them by some 
means from another storage device. Many of the newer copy utilities, and a 
few of the older ones will allow you to transfer files to your RAMdisk. Among 
them are Copy II Plus 6.0 or later (new, DOS or ProDOS), Pro-Copy (new, 
ProDOS), and FID (old, DOS or ProDOS). Some of the older programs that 
allow one to select slot and drive may also work. Some of these programs 
will also allow you to transfer files from one operating system to another (e.g. 
DOS 3.3 file on disk to ProDOS file on RAMdisk). There are some problems 
with certain types of files (random access text files, specifically) which some 
programs will handle easily (Copy II Plus), while others will not handle at all. 

Another method of transferring files is to write your own program to handle 
the transfers. This must be done carefully, for when transferring files under 
ProDOS you must first create the file on the target disk (with the appropriate 
filetype), then delete it, then transfer the original files. This type of program 
is usually included in the software that comes with the RAM card. ProDOS 
random access text files, especially sparse files, will NOT transfer with this 
type of program. 

Once the files are on the RAMdisk, they may be manipulated as if they were 
present on a physical disk. They may be changed, deleted, cataloged, 
renamed, and so forth. If the files have been changed, and you wish to keep 
the changed files permanently, you must remember to transfer the files back 
to physical storage media, as the RAMdisk and all its content will be 
destroyed when the computer is powered down. 

Occasionally a program that you run will destroy the link between your 
RAMdisk and the operating system. In most cases, you may restore the link 
(and save the files that are on the RAMdisk) by rerunning the program that 
created the RAMdisk. Most of these programs will not format or initialize the 
RAMdisks, but simply reset the pointers, so that what you had in RAM will 
still be there, unless your intervening program overwrote them as well. 

The advantage to using a RAMdisk is speed of access. Programs load much 
more quickly from a RAMdisk than they do from a physical storage device. It 
does not increase the running speed of a program, except for the input and 
output to or from the RAM storage device. It is an adjunct to you only if you 
are going to be using programs that intensively use the storage device. It 
does have some disadvantages, namely: Setup is more difficult. Since RAM 





is not a physical medium, the RAMdisk must be created anew each session 
you intend to use it. It is electrical in nature, therefore any toss of power will 
cause the RAMdisk to evaporate, along with its contents, and you will have 
to rebuild it from scratch. You must save changed data files to physical 
media when you are finished with them, before turning the power off, or your 
new data will be tost. 


(Reprint of Letter From Roger Wagner) 


Jeffrey D. Billings 

Vice President 

Apple Bits Users Group, Inc. 

P.O.Box 368 
Mission, KS 66201 

Dear Mr. Billings: 

Thank you for sending the copy of the review of THE WRITE CHOICE in 
your January, 1986 issue of "Apple Bits". 

Although the review was quite favorable, its brevity left out a few items that 
i though might be of some interest to your members. 

In particular, THE WRITE CHOICE has the ability to print double column 
text in a newspaper-style printout. Complete printer styles like underlining, 
bold, sub/super-scripts, etc. are also supported. If you have our 
PRINTOGRAPHER software, you can also mix text and graphics right in 
the same document! If you have a color printer, this looks especially 
impressive. THE WRITE CHOICE is also hard disk compatible, and can link 
files to create documents limited only by your disk capacity. 

If readers would like more information on THE WRITE CHOICE, they can 
call or write Roger Wagner Publishing, 10761 Woodside Avenue, Suite "E", 
Santee, CA 92071, (619) 562-3670. 

Sincerely, 


L 


Roger Wagner 
President 


j 
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For Sale by ABUG Members: 


: by Joseph Maino (861-4700, ext.661 (8 A.M. - 4 P.M.)) Brother Letter Quality 
printer with cut sheet feeder, $600. Mockingboard Speech & Music Synthesizer, 
$100. Apple extended memory card, $100. 

: by Wayne Morgan (897-3130) Microsoft Compatible CP/M card for a ][+ or He. 
Includes software, a book on CP/M, and 20 disks. Asking $100. Call evenings. 

: by Tom Hunt (648-0133) Fisher 8600 stereo system, brand new, still in unopened 
boxes. 100 watts/channel, equalizer, quartz digital tuner, double stereo deck with 
hi-speed dubbing, semi-automatic turntable, speakers 12" woofer, 4" midrange, 3" 
tweeter, cabinet-cheap $600. 

: by Wood Dickinson (268-8481 nights/432-2334 days) 512K Mac with Imagewriter, 
dust cover, keypad, modem cable (not modem), MacWrite, MacPaint, Finder 5.0. 
$2000-excl.condition-1yr old. 

: by Eric Clark (966-9208) Apricorn Extended 80 col card $75. 

: Epson Users Group is having a going-out-of-business saie. They have for sale: 
Aug *84 -> Mar '86 newsletters .50 ppd; Hayes Smartmodem 300/1200 fully 
compatible $250 incl. manual, phone cable, RS232 cable, free disk, 30 day full 
refund (wks with ail computers); ProModem 1200 $350; Real Hayes Smart-modem 
300 $180; Real Hayes Smartmodem 1200 $399; US Robotics Courier 2400 $400; 
Compatible Smartmodem 1200B for IBM $230. All modems have 30 day guarantee, 
cables and disks. The disk will be filled with public domain software and utilities for 
any CP/M machine at your option. Mike Russell 

: Bob Morton (452-7173) has an Apple Extended 80-Col card for sale with all Apple 
docs. Make offer. 

: by Jim Crooker (968-3466 days/432-8608 evenings). Apple He with BMC monitor, 
64K ext. 80 col.card, 32K printer buffer, CP/M card and lots of software. 

: by Eric Clark (call evenings 966-9208). Magic Window II word processing system. 
Original manual and disks. Paid $112.50, would like $50. Excellent program. 

: by Kevin Bradley (474-6847). Monitor ][ (green)-$100 or best. 

: by Travis Butler (492-7884). Apple Scribe Printer, good condition, reasonable 
offers accepted. 

: by Jonathan Bacon (383-9116 home/469-3809 work). Apple He 128K, two disk 
drives, Amdek Color I monitor, joystick, Hayes Micromodem //e, Z-80 softcard, 
Koala pad with software, system saver fan, printer cable, Grappler + printer card 
with 64K buffer, Gibson light pen with software, DOS and Owner's manuals-DOS 
3.3 included. All software originals. $1475 includes set-up in buyer’s home. 
Excellent condition. 







: by Tony Lombardo (Iv.msg PMS) Bogen 60 Watt P.A. amplifier, Challenger Model 
C-60 $150 or trade. See p.373 of Electronics Supply Catalog. 

: by Harley Lawrence (268-8431) NEC RGB monitor model JC-1202DH (A) with 
Taxan 410-08 card $270. 

: by Rodny Sebby (299-2072) two 128K Saturn cards + software $85 each. 
Macintosh upgrade 128K to 512K takes 10 min. $185. Imagewriter for Mac or ][ 
series $300. Stand alone speech synthesizer uses serial connection $100 or 
trade. 

: by Jonathan Bacon (383-9116). Jane $75 incl.docs. Apple ][ 6502 Assembly 
Lang.Tutor by R.Haskell incl. disk $10.Z-80 softcard $45. Apple Koala Pad 
w/Spiderman and all prog, disks $95. Apple Graphics Games (bk) $5. 

: by Bill Henderson, Sr. (531-2622). Silentype Printer with roll of paper. Perfect 
cond. $100. 

: by Bob Morton (452-7173). Mountain Hardware EPROM burner with software. 
Make offer. 

: by Jim Thompson (464-5205). Extended 80 col. cards for lie, $120 each. Super 
Serial card $80. All brand new, will consider trade for Merlin Assembler or Einstein 
Basic Compiler. 


WANTED BY ABUG MEMBERS... 

Please call the following people if you can help them with their problems or needs. 

* Mike Ellis (913-884-7420) wants a Grappler + printer card to go with his 
Bufferboard. 

* Mike Anderson (381-8629) wants an Imagewriter, preferably through trade of 
peripherals/software. He also wants a drive for the Macintosh (external). 

* Eric Flescher of Shawnee Mission Northwest High wants architects, advertising 
professionals and other career people to do career seminars and to volunteer as 
mentors to the high school students interested in pursuing such a career. Call Eric 
at 631-4646. 

* Carol Kastl (363-1962) wants to know how to print labels two across thru 
AppleWorks. 

* Doug Guthals (454-1318) wants Apple Access. 

* Bill Masslin (492-2157) needs help with AppleWorks. The specific problem 
involves making multiple copies of a doc. 

* Bob Yoksh (Iv.msg PMS) wants the manual for SSM AIO card. 

* Carol Kastl wants work in Word Processing and Data Entry (363-1962). 





Gallimaufry - April 

Sandy Brockmann 

* Just a thought: If you are not attending the New User meeting on the fourth 
Tuesday of each month, you are missing out on a good thing. St just takes one 
question or comment to start the bail rolling—-for as Song as the subject sustains 
interest. Our March meeting featured a spontaneous 45 minute question and 
answer period on RAM disks, including: what it is, how to use it but not abuse it, 
where to get it, what it costs, how it works, why it might not work and how Don 
Schulte blew his computer when installing his and how I, after installing my ZRAM 
512K successfully in 10 minutes, spent the next seven hours unsuccessfully 
attempting to make Appleworks recognize the additional memory (numerous calls 
to Applied Engineering resulted in the promise of immediate shipment of a new 
board). The New User meeting might have anywhere from 15 to 50 attending on 
any given night. There is always a scheduled topic which usually gets discussed, 
but the main thrust of the gathering is answering those questions presented by the 
users. At the March meeting, Joe Ryan issued our New User Disk of the Month #2 
(NUDOM #2). When he found he didn’t have DOS on the disk, Joe, to the delight of 
all assembled, gave a quick demonstration of the 'Master Create' program from his 
DOS 3.3 System Master. The NUDOM #2 included: Select, a very complete menu 
program; Star Trek, a game with instructions; SPCA Labeller and Super Label 
Printer II, two label-making utilities; Apple Tutorial, for the new user-a guide to 
your Apple; Hexcon, a decimal-hex convert program; Make Text and Retrieve Text, 
programs to enable you to create a file of up to 255 characters, and later read it; 
and Type, the all-important program that, when run, will allow you to view your 
T(ext) files without booting your Word Processor. If you have missed ihe New User 
meeting you have missed a wonderful series of New User DOM's, you have missed 
learning and sharing with old and new members, and you have missed a Sot of fun. 
Join us next time! 

* Bruce Field in Call Apple writes of a program for Mousepaint owners. The disk 
(available from Bob Gardner, E-Tech Services, P.O. Box 2061, Everett, WA 98203 
for $7.95) modifies your Mousepaint disk to work with the Epson line of printers. 
The program, as reported, is easy to install (5 minutes), is menu driven, offers 
single size, normal and inverse print and works perfectly with the Grappier + and 
the RX-8Q. 

* Printers are giving everyone problems. Another tip from Call Apple via Bruce 
might help some Imagewriter users: Washington Apple Pi's disk #154 includes a 
program to modify a Master Catalog program for use with the Imagewriter instead of 

the Epson. 

* The March 86 Popular Science tells us that Energy Conversion Devices 'has 
begun work on a computer that uses amorphous materials. (These materials are 
used to create extremely large semiconductor chips.) According to the company, 
the all-thin-film amorphous computer-the size of an 8 1/2-by-t 1-inch sheet of 
paper-could replace a roomfull of present computers. And one cubic foot of its 
three-dimensional amorphous memory holds as much data as an entire acre of disk 
drives.' 





* Those very proper English speakers among us abhor the liberties computer 
users take with the spoken and written word. Thus, data/datum, default/default, 
the dropping of the article 'the' (and like aberrations) are calculated to drive such 
perfectionists totally up the wall. Now A+ compounds the felony by inviting us all to 
go on an Easter Egg hunt. We are not invited to hunt for little egg-shaped 
delicacies, but rather we are invited to search for those secret messages which 
programmers are wont to stick into their creations-called Easter Eggs. A+ 
mentions a couple of known Easter Eggs and John Thatcher, in the past, has 
provided us with a few game Easter Eggs, but A+ is hoping to give credit to all 
users who send in heretofore unknown Easter Eggs. If you have discovered any in 
the programs you use on your Apple or Mac, send them to A+ Easter Egg Hunt, 
Attn: Fred Davis, 11 Davis Drive. Belmont, CA 94002. 

* If you are a modem user in a family with multiple extensions on one phone line, 
you would do well to purchase ($23.95) the Exclude-a-Phone which, drawing its 
power from the phone's electrical current, effectively cuts off interruptions from 
the extension phones while the modem is being used (keep your modem on even 
when you're not using it and you might effectively keep your teen-agers from being 
able to use the extensions, also!). Call R.K. Burtchaell Co. (800-342-5752) for 
ordering and information. 

* A new copy-protection scheme might be the answer for those honest people who 
sit on one side of the copy protection fence or the other. MEGA president, Jerry 
Rubin has devised a scheme where software is unprotected in that it can be used 
on any floppy or hard-disk system but where, at some randomly selected time, the 
user will be forced to insert the program original. Without the original, the program 
freezes. No data is destroyed, we are assured, but the user is then forced to dig in 
his archives for the original, purchase the original or find the friend whose originals 
he copied. Some drawbacks for the honest user of a piece of software would be 
having to have his originals on hand at all times (in most homes and offices that 
means chaos) and the constant interruption to the flow of work. However, Rubin s 
copy-protection scheme would make honest users of all of us. A copy of a friend s 
piece of software would end up being just what we claim it is—a precursor to our, 
perhaps, own purchase of that software. We could finally give and receive 
software to our heart's content and we could leave aside the guilt that 
accompanies the plea 'may I have a copy-just to try out-if I [ike it I'll buy it.' 
Rubin’s scheme insures that if we try it and like it and can afford it, we’ll buy it. 

* Hopefully we'll get for review: Willwriter, a book and software package to help you 
write legally binding wills (Apple // and Mac, $39.95 from Nolo Press, 950 Parker 
St., Berkeley, CA 94710 (415-549-1976)); Bio'Cell, for students age 12 and older, 
teaches the biology of plant and animal cells, discusses genetics, DNA, and 
includes illustrations, functions, testing and glossary (Apple // $31.95 from Zephyr 
Services, 306 S. Homewood Ave., Pittsburgh, PA 15208 (412-247-5915)). 

* Apple Link-direct: 

1. Warning: It is imperative that ONLY SCSI devices be connected to the DB-25 
connector on the back of the Macintosh Plus. Even though the connector looks 





just like the traditional RS-232 port, it is NOT a serial port or a parallel printer 
interface. Attaching peripheral devices other than SCSI devices MAY DAMAGE 
the SCSI controller chip on the digital board. 

2. The ColorMonitor He and He are manufactured by two vendors. A 3.15 Amp fuse 
located at F901 on the Main Logic PCB is blowing prematurely on the ’H’ series 
CoSorMonitors...The fuse problem only affects he following monitors: ColorMonitors 
He with serial numbers of less than Y029OOQ and ColorMonitors lie with serial 
numbers of less than Y046850. If you an affected monitor, take it to your dealer so 
he can replace the 3.15 Amp use with a 4 Amp medium or slow blow fuse. 

3. Whenever ProDOS is booted, it checks the environment: if ProDOS finds a 128K 
Apple ][ system, it configures the auxiliary 64K memory bank as a RAM disk named 
/RAM. This 'disk 9 is catalogued as slot 3, drive 2, since it’s comprised of memory 
on the 80-column card in slot 3. If you plan to use this auxiliary memory for hi-res 
graphics, you must protect yourself from /RAM. To construct a space for 
protecting hi-res pages in auxiliary memory while maintaining /RAM as an online 
storage device, perform the following two steps: 1. Save a ’dummy’ 8K file as the 
first entry in /RAM; this file will always be saved at $2000 to $3FFF. 2. Immediately 
afterwards, save a second ’dummy’ 8K file to /RAM; this file will be saved at $4000 
to $5FFF. Important notes: 1. There is no formula for determining where the blocks 
of /RAM physically reside in memory. 2. The logical blocks in /RAM are not 
physically contiguous. 3. There is no guaranteed way to protect any other fixed 
portions of auxiliary memory by means of the ’dummy' file method. If you wish to 
protect all auxiliary memory not reserved for use by Apple you must disconnect 
/RAM. The following three areas of the system global page are of interest to 
anyone who wishes to disconnect /RAM: $BF10-$BF2F contains the disk device 
driver addresses; $BF31 contains the number of devices minus 1; $BF32-$BF3F 
contains the list of disk device numbers. 

* ProDOS Applewriter users who haven’t patched their programs to accept the 
NULL character as an embedded printer command might want to try embedding 
CTRL _ in place of the CTRL @ to begin underlining. It apparently works for those 
who have the Epson MX-80 with Graftrax Plus firmware. Many patches are 
available for those who still find the NULL elusive. 

* The latest in compatibility comes via COMPUTER: applications where, it is 
rumored, developers are working on a combination disk drive/two co-processor 
unit that will connect to an Amiga, Mac, IBM PC and Apple //. 

* Thanks to a macro created by Jeff Billings, I can now log onto CompuServe and 
capture all the ’new’ messages on MAUG in just minutes-with all the information 
dumped to RAMdisk in a fraction of the time it took to dump the same information to 
floppy. For those of you not on MAUG, the following comprises loosely translated 
pieces of information you might need: 

1. A new printer is not needed to get NLQ from an Epson. S get NLQ with my Epson 
RX-80 via the Spies Labs interface card. It would probably take the Graftrax+ in 
the MX 100 to work. At $140 list for the card, that’s a $200 investment to get NLQ 
print. For the $140 you get 6 fonts all in ROM ready to be called up when needed. 







The card is more or less Grappler compatible in graphics mode and sort of an 
Epson parallel in text mode. It works by putting the printer into graphics mode. 

2. One thing you have to keep in mind is that DBASE I! delimits files with commas, 
but Appleworks uses a CR between each field. You’ll have to write a program that 
(once you have the file transferred over to ProDOS) will insert the CR’s after each 
field. 

3. Macroworks from Beagle Brothers: It installs very easily-after-you have done 
the AE patches. The program has its own built-in macros and/or allows you to 
compile your own. Uses the solid-Apple keys. There is a simple patch to 
APIWORKS.SYSTEM telling it to recognize the MACRO.SYSTEM file and it does 
not increase APLWORKS.SYSTEM’s size. If you want the macros, you start 
MACRO.SYSTEM first. If you don't want them you just boot APIWORKS.SYSTEM. 

| You can edit the AWKS help screens. One added bonus: Alan Bird has added a 
patch to the ProDOS file so that when you ’Bye*, the quitcode places you in a 
rudimentary program selector (arrow selection/directory switching). This is ail in 
the ProDOS kernel, not Basic.System! Great for floppy drives where storage is at 
a premium...Beagle seems to imply in their manual that Pinpoint and Macroworks 
are not to be installed at the same time...(they hook into the Appeworks program 
the same way, and use the same, at least mostly, memory locations...but 
Macroworks would only work on AWKS word processor files that were on floppy. 
The minute I loaded in a file from my data subdirectory on the SIDER and invoked a 
solid-apple macro, it crashed into the monitor. And the file was identical to the one 
on floppy...Does the Sider use any software based drivers at all? The Quark drive 
does, and we had to alter the Macrowrks program a little to get it to work. Randy 
said that there would be a different version on the disk for Quark drive, you might 
try it, or let me know if the Sider loads any of its own drivers upon booting. 

* Those of you who want to continue using your Lisa or Macintosh XL should know 
that you own the most powerful Macintosh workstation Apple has ever sold. Apple 
will continue to service and support your hardware and software for five years. In 
addition, we will be providing additional technical support and training to our 
servicing Lisa/Macintosh XL dealers so that they can continue to handle your 
support needs. For those of you interested in migrating to the new Macintosh Plus 
and Hard Disk 20, Apple is offering any Lisa or Macintosh XL owner a special trade- 
in offer. The suggested retail price of these new products is $4098.00; however, 
when you trade in your Lisa or Macintosh XL the suggested retail price is only 
$1498.00. In addition, if you had AppleCare for your system and decide to 
participate in the trade-in, you. AppleCare coverage can be automatically 
transferred over to your new Macintosh Plus and Hard Disk 20 at no additional 
charge. The trade-in program is available through participating authorized Apple 
Macintosh dealers from April 14,1986 through August 29,1986. 







FOR THOSE NOT INTERESTED IN THE APPLE BITS SEMINARS, AN 
ALTERNATIVE GROUP IS OFFERING A GROUP OF WORKSHOPS THAT 
MAY BE OF INTEREST. 


SELF IMPROVEMENT WORKSHOPS: 

_Creative Suffering 

_You And Your Birthmark 

_The Primal Shrug 

_Ego Gratification Through Violence 

_Holding Your Child’s Attention Through Guilt And Fear 

_Dealing With Post Self-Realization Depression 

_Whine Your Way To Alienation 

_Overcoming Self-Doubt Through Pretense And Ostentation 

_Overcoming Peace Of Mind 

BUSINESS/CAREER WORKSHOPS: 


_Money Can Make You Rich 

_Talking Good: Impruv Yur Speche And Get A Bettur Job 

_I Made $100 In Real Estate 

_Career Opportunities In Iran 

_How to Profit From Your Body 

_Under-Achievers Guide To Very Small Business Opportunities 

_Filler Phrases For Thesis Writers 

_Tax Shelters For The Indigent 

_Looper’s Guide To America’s Cities 

HOME ECONOMICS WORKSHOPS: 

_Converting Your Family Room Into A Garage 

How To Cultivate Viruses In Your Refrigerator 

_Burglar-Proof Your Home With Concrete 

_Basic Kitchen Taxidermy 

_101 Other Uses For Your Vacuum Cleaner 

_How To Convert A Wheelchair Into A Dune Buggy 

_What To Do With Your Conversation Pit 

_Christianity And The Art Of RV Maintenance 

HEALTH AND FITNESS WORKSHOPS: 


Creative Tooth Decay 
Sinus Drainage At Home 
Exorcism And Acne 
The Joys Of Hypochondria 




_Suicide And Your Health 

__ Biofeedback And How To Stop It 

_Skate Your Way To Regularity 

_Understanding Nudity 

Optional Body Functions 
_Tap Dance Your Way To Social Ridicule 

CRAFTS WORKSHOPS: 

_Self-Actualization Through Macrame 

_Needlecraft For Junkies 

_Northern New Mexico Guide To Bad Taste 

__ Cuticle Crafts 

__ Mobiles And Collages With Fetishes 

__ Gifts For The Senile 

Bonsai Your Pet 


GETTING ON LINE-PARTI 
Jerry Saale 

Prices of gasoline and modems have both fallen in recent months, ihe 
introduction of the still expensive 2400 baud super modems may have 
helped drive down the price of the 300 and 1200 baud models. Check the 
magazine ads and you’ll find that as little as $115 will buy a 300 baud modem 
and the 1200 baud models can be had for around $300. 

With a modem you can join the telecommunications revolution. A dozen or 
more local bulletin boards, including ABUG's, are available at no cost. You 
can talk to another Apple or (forgive me) IBM by dialing up a friend with a 
modem. Don’t forget that banking by modem is becoming more popular. To 
some the jewels in the crown are the information services. Whatever your 
interests, you’ll find that telecommunicating will bring back the excitement 
you felt the first time you saw the words "APPLE II" appear on your monitor. 

This is the first of a series of articles on telecommunicating. This month 
covers the information services. When I think of information services 
CompuServe and The Source come to mind. But late last year I was enticed 
to join a new service: GEnie (General Electric Network for Information 
Exchange). They made me an offer I couldn't refuse! Until December 31st, 
you could sign up for $18 and get 3 hours free usage. The fee is the same 
now, but the free usage is gone. 






GEnie currently has seven major offerings with more planned. 


GF MAIL orovides the ability to send and receive electronic mail, including 
givi„“L P Sck to the GEnie editor; NEWS AND COMMENTARY »»e-s 
news and information about computers and related topics including ISIS, a 
new electronic media newswire; LIVEWIRE is a CB simulator and bantering 
board where you can converse with one or more computer nuts a the same 
time using a "handle" identity; REALTIME CONFERENCING is a more 
structured form of LIVEWIRE. A moderator leads discussions with question 
and answer periods; ROUNDTABLES caters to user groups and clubs 
Offerings include games, software, technical advice, and interaction rf 
special interest groups; SHOP & SWAP is an electronic garage sale; The 
GAME ROOM offers a mix of old classics and new games plus a software 
library dedicated solely to gaming. 


These categories seem to be basic to information services, 
offers all these and more. Following is some information on 

and CompuServe: 

GEnie CompuServe 
Sign up fee $18 $42.50 

Usage credit - ..?§— 

Net fee $18 $17 


CompuServe 
rates for GEnie 


50 

Non-prime time hourly rates: 

300 baud $5 $6 

1200 baud 5 12 

2400 baud 15 


The $5 rate for 1200 baud was an important factor for me because I have a 
300/1200 baud modem. 

Neither service offers 2400 baud in KC at this time. Both bill usage in one 
minute increments without a monthly minimum. GEme's non-prime time is 
from 6 pm until 8 am. Prime time rates are prohibitive. You have no long 
distance telephone costs because these services are accessed locally. 

You can try GEnie or CompuServe free by taking their demonstration tours. 
You'll be somewhat restricted as to what you can do, but it gives you an idea 
of what is available. Here's how to call GEnie: 


(1) set your modem to half duplex 

(2) select 300 or 1200 baud 

(3) dial 1-800-638-8369 





(4) upon connection, enter HHH then return 

(5) at the "U#" prompt, enter 5JM11960,GENIE and press return (no space 
between comma and GENSE). 

CompuServe's demo is available by: 

(1) select 300 or 1200 baud 

(2) dial 474-3770 

(3) press CONTROL-C 

(4) enter user identification 77770,101 

(5) enter password FREE-DEMO 

If you are a member of GEnie, send me some E-Mail. S never get letters. My 
mail box is XYZAS. 


THE CHURCH'S APPLE 
BYTomFrommer 
DIRECTIONS FOR CCUN 1986-87 
(International Church Computer Users Network) 

Our annual meeting in Los Angeles March 6-8 was the beginning of new 
directions for CCUN as we seek to served the church in our users network. The 
excitement built as the hours passed, ideas were shared and new friends made. 
"Possibilities are only limited to our thinking", we were told by Jack Taub, one of our 
speakers and founder of the Source. We believed him and dreamed. 

Certainly we, as a gathering of people hundreds or thousands of miles from 
home who see each other infrequently, have much to do in the few hours together. 
Many of our board members were busy leading workshops in the program. Others 
were getting to know new friends in denominational headquarters or congregations. 
We all shared an eagerness to learn, listen and grow together. It is my hope that 
this group will be as helpful to others as ABUG has been to me 

As we look to our new year CCUN have set a course to enhance the 
dissemination of information to the church . St was my pleasure to meet Doug Tindal 
from the United Church of Canada who produces a magazine much like ours to 350 
subscribers, mostly in Canada. He was in need of a publisher for his magazine and 
we were in need of an editor to produce ours. We began discussing the merger of 
our publications with its possibilities and problems. At our annual meeting we voted 





to pursue making this merger complete before fall. It will mean an expanded 
readership and ultimately an expanded magazine. Doug brings a journalism 
background and dream for the church which will enhance our purposes as well as 
our enhancing his. Those who are members of CCUN will automaticaly get our new 
magazine if their membership doesn't expire before fall. 

Another benefit of membership wil be our public domain collection of 
programs gathered by our librarian, Preston Carter. He presented the idea at our 
annual meeting which was warmly accepted by the group. Several members have 
expressed interest in donating some programs. We have requested that Preston 
make a form for us all to follow to describe each program given so the library will be 
clear in its contents. The public domain disks will be available for members at one 
price and non members at another. Ail proceeds will be used to fund our efforts in 
telecom m u n icatio ns. 

Because our need for another source of income to help us expand our 
program an idea was tested with vendors present at the exhibit hall. We could have 
solicited advertisements for our magazine, but we discovered something better for 
vendors and churches. The idea is simple! We will put together preview packs of 
church related software that are self running without documentation for churches to 
purchase. All vendors will be given the opportunity to participate by supplying 50 
copies of their programs for the first test marketing of this idea. The benefit to the 
church will be the opportunity to have a demonstration of several church programs 
first hand in their own location. This will give them much more information than a 
display ad in our magazine. The vendor will have their product go directly to 
churches that are in the market at about the cost of a display ad in our magazine 
and CCUN will help its treasury. Again, CCUN members will be able to receive these 
packets at a reduced cost as a member benefit. Look for order blanks that 
describe what we have in our next issue. 

During the next year we will be defining what it means to be an affiliate group 
to CCUN. We have several "affiliates" without common structure. We discussed 
several benefits to affiliate membership both to the local group and to the national 
group. At next years annual meeting I am calling for an ammendment to our bylaws 
to give definition to this area. 

Our board represents skills and expertise in many areas. To seek to share 
this information, we will explore sponsoring our own program in some of these 
areas. I am suggesting a conference on Personal Publishing for churches. We are 
heavily involved at our church in using the Mac and the LaserWriter for our bulletins, 
newsletters, books and other items published. In talking with some denominational 
officials they have interest for their communications and publishing houses. We will 
begin the process to study the feasibility of such a conference. 

Membership is $25. Send to 

ICCUN 

6102 E. Mockingbird Lane, Suite 370 
Dallas, Texas 75214 



ABUG Member Questionnaire 


As President of ABUG, I am very interested in you, your opinions and your ideas. 
During our monthly meetings, it is almost impossible for any of us to sustain a 
conversation for more than just a few brief minutes-and yet there are things you 
want to say and things ! should hear to help our club evolve into the kind of club 
you want it to be. 


The following questionnaire was designed with you and your relationship to ABUG 
in mind. The identical questionnaire is on ABUG PMS and will be in hard-copy form 
at our May ABUG meeting. If you don't want to use the newsletter copy, please go 
to one of the other two sources. Go slowly and thoughtfully-use the form and any 
extra paper you need If you have ever said 'Why doesn’t ABUG evernow is 
your time to put it in writing. 


1. How many of each of the following computers do you own? 


(1)][ or ][+_ 

(5) Macintosh 
(8) Laser 128^ 
(11) Compaq, 


(2)//c_ (3) He _ (4) He (enh). 

(6) AT T (7) Franklin_ 

(9) IBM__ (10) Model 100_ 

(12) Other_ 


2. What kind of printer(s) do you own? (Please specify make and model) 
(1 )Dot Matri x ___ 

[2] Letter Quality,_ 

(3) Laser____ 


3. What category of hardware would you most like to see demonstrated a monthly 

ABUG meeting?___ 

4. If you own one of the II family of Apple micros, please check each card you 
have installed in an expansion slot: 

Language card__ 80-col. card_Extended 80-col. card_ 

Serial driver_ Parallel driver_Video card_ RGB card_ 

Z-80 (CP/M) card_ RAM card_?K Clock_ 

Internal modem_ Other__(identify) 

(Please specify MAKE of RAM card_) 

5. Identify by ranking (1 for first, 2 for second, etc.) the proportion of time you 
spend in use of the following software: 

Graphics_ Games_ Word processing_ Spreadsheets_ 

Database_ Telecommunication_ Educational_ 

Religious_Artificial intelligenc e O ther_(specify) 


6. Rank the software you are most interested in seeing demonstrated at the 
monthy ABUG meeting: 

Graphics_ Games_ Word processing_ Spreadsheets_ 

Data base_Telecommunication_Educational Religious__ 

Artificial intelligence_ Other__(specify) 





















































7. If short courses were offered by ABUG, please indicate the subject(s) you 

would enroll in?_ 

8. Do you understand programming well enough to teach it; if so, what language 

are you most comfortable with?___ 

9. If it were on M Tu W Th F, I would come to the monthly meeting. (Circle one or 
more days.) 

10. Special Interest Groups: 

What Special Interest Group would you like to see started?__ 

When should this Special Interest Group meet?_ 

Is there a Special Interest Group that you would like to lead?_ 

11. ABUG needs you: 

ABUG's officers need help. The president needs a secretary, the secretary needs 
a secretary, the treasurer needs an assistant, the editor needs an assistant and 
there are many other ways for you to get involved. What talents or skills do you 
have that you could share with the club? 


12. Services: What services NOT offered by ABUG should be offered? 
What services offered by ABUG should be discontinued? 

What is the most useful servicg provided YOU by ABUG? 

What is the least useful service provided YOU by ABUG? 


13. Social Events: 

Have you attended our picnics ( Y N ) and/or our Christmas party? ( Y N )lf yes, 

why:____ 

If no, why not:___ 

Would you rather ABUG provided picnic/party food with members buying tickets for 
the event or would you rather bring and share all the food? __ 


Would you/your company donate ’give-away' items for our social events? 


Do you prefer 'computer-oriented' social events or 'family-play oriented' social 
events?_ 


14. ABUG Newsletter: 

Do you read the ABUG newsletter? ( Y N )lf yes, what do you like about it? 


If no, why not and what would you do to improve it? 


If you were to write an article for the newsletter, what would it be? 































15. Telecommunications: 

Do you use the club electronic bulletin board (ABUG PMS)? (Y N ) If yes, what do 
you like about it?________ 


If not, what would you change? 

Do you agree that ABUG PMS should go 1200/2400 baud? (Y N) 

What baud modem(s) do you have? ___ 

Which piece of communications software do you OWN and use?_ 

Do you understand your communications software? ____ 

Do you think ABUG should purchase a hard-drive for PMS?___ 

16. ABUG General Meetings: 

Does the Question/Answer session at the ABUG Meeting serve YOU? ( Y N ) 
Please 

explain _____ 


You are planning the 'ideal' ABUG General meeting. Tell me about it!. 


The following literature is available at the monthly ABUG meeting. Check off those 
that you have read or will read 'real soon now’! 

Call Apple__ MACazin e Apple/Mac Technical Note s Apple 

Reference Manuals_Newsletters from other clubs _ Nibble 

Open-Apple _ Literature we receive in the mail_Offers to ABUG 

member s For Sale/Wanted by ABUG member s 

Starting with the April meeting, we will have a library of all ABUG newsletters (from 
Volume 1 No. 1 to the present issue) available for you to read and/or check out. 
Does this service interest you? (Y N) 

17. Would you like ABUG to have a 'general' Board meeting (aside from the meeting 
of the Executive Board) once a month or so so you could discuss your views on 
the running of the club? _ 


18. What is YOUR primary reason for being an ABUG member? 


19. If you had made up this questionnaire, what would you have added or left 
out? _ 


























































MOORE 


MOORE BUSINESS 

6402 College Blvd. (Lamar & College Blvd.) 


CENTER 

• Overland Park. Kansas 66211 


YOUR COMPLETE SOURCE FOR 



MINICOMPUTER 

OUTPUT 

STOCK COMPUTER PAPER 

PRESSURE SENSITIVE LABELS 

STOCK OR CUSTOM CONTINUOUS FORMS 

WORD PROCESSING FORMS 

INTERFACE CABLES 

MODEMS 


FURNITURE 



MINICOMPUTER 

SUPPLIES 

MAGNETIC MEDIA 

3M • MEMOREX • MAXELL 


PRINTER RIBBONS 

FOR MOST POPULAR PRINTERS 
BINDERS A RACKS 

FOR CONVENIENT STORAGE OF COMPUTER GENERATED 
DOCUMENTS 

DISC STORAGE SYSTEMS 

FOR ORGANIZATION OF DISCS AND PROTECTION FROM 
DATA LOSS 


A%°l° <!k * or the Apple Bits 
' O' User Group 


PHONE 341-4788 














STREET ELECTRONICS 

Think about it--one time offer only: 

Street Electronics has offered ABUG members a special promotion: any of 
their products may be ordered at a 50% discount off retail. All products must 
be ordered through ABUG. 

1. The CRICKET $60 (//c) - on-board clock, built-in speaker,external volume 
cont., mini stereo headphone jack, cable for easy interfacing through lie 
modem port. Includes software programs to fully utilize the speech, music, 
sound effects and clock features. New expanded dictionary of natural 
sounding female words on 3.5" disk $30. 

2. ECHO + $85 (//e or 64K ][+ w/ProDOS) - same as Cricket. Includes fixed 
vocabulary of 700 English words, text-to-speech program to give Apple 
unlimited vocabulary. Allows any text printed to screen to be spoken. 

3. BUSINESS CARD $120-serial ver. $135-parallel ver. (lie) - Includes 2 
serial interfaces, clock/calendar w/battery back-up, 60 built-in commands 
for printer, clock and modem applications. Can operate a serial printer, 
300/1200 modem, keep track of time and date, automatically time/date files, 
buffer and print black and white or color graphics and text. Plugs into Slot 1, 
but Apple thinks the printer is in #1, modem in #2, and ProDOS clock in 
selectable #5 or #7. Additional 16K Buffer Kit $30; 64K Buffer Kit $45. 
Parallel version includes serial to parallel printer cable. 

4. LIVEWIRE - $60 (lie) - intelligent converter cable with a built-in clock that 
connects a parallel printer to the serial port on the lie. Features full function 
clock with battery back-up. Software uses pull-down menus to control printer 
functions. 

5. ALPHABITS II - $70 (lie) - serial printer/communications interface 
features 60 built-in hi-res color graphics and text printing commands plus 
optional 64K buffering. Can also be used for a 300/1200 baud modem 
interface. Will print hi-res color and black and white graphics and text to 
popular serial printers without software. Fully compatible with Imagewriter II 
and Apple Personal Modem, Appleworks, etc. 

TO ORDER, SEND CHECK TO ABUG, %S. Brockmann, 51 East 54th St., 
Kansas City, Missouri 64112. For more info call 523-1007. 

Call first to confirm placement of order! 



NSOUSETEXT #2 

Before we get to the fun stuff, let’s talk about some serious things 
Software Piracy 

I know that this is an ugly, uncomfortable topic for some of you, but it's 
important that we talk about it. I am aware of ail the ’reasons’ for pirating 
software (’’It’s too expensive to buy.”; ”Everyone else does it.”; ”1 don't like 
copyprotected programs.”; etc.). None of these reasons are any good. 

I for one do not like copyprotected software. I want a ’working' copy and an 
'archival' copy or master. S do the same thing with my records-! buy records 
and make cassettes, putting the records away so they will stay in good 
condition. However, I have also come to realize that it is the pirates that make 
copyprotection necessary. The software companies are merely protecting 
their own interests. MAKING A COPY AND GIVING OR SELLING IT TO A 
FRIEND IS JUST LIKE XEROXING A BOOK AND SELLING IT. IT IS ILLEGAL. 

How many people would write books if they knew their book was going to 
be distributed for free? Why even write a book, at that rate? I realize that 
software prices are outrageous, that programs come with practically no 
guarantee that they will work, that updates are hard to get and costly, and so 
on. But when you use pirated software, you are stealing from the person that 
agonized over that program, doing his or her best to see that it worked well. If 
we, the users, cannot police ourselves, we are stuck with copyprotected 
software forever. 

Club Participation 

There are lots of wonderful, giving people in ABUG that donate their time 
and abilities to make this club work. They write and/or edit articles, write 
programs, demonstrate hard- and software, review products, teach classes, 
organize SIG's, and lug stuff around with them for the benefit of ABUG 
members. If everyone volunteered to do one (1) thing a year, think what a 
great club we would have! A word to the wise is sufficient. 

The Fun Stuff 

I promised a copy of my graphics-dump program this issue if there was a 
demand, but since I must write this before the February meeting in order to 
meet deadline, I’ve not had a chance to get any feedback. (My last column 
just came out yesterday!) Therefore, if there is any response after the 
February meeting, I will print the program. (Another reason I'm not including it 
this issue is that I figured out a better way to write it, and I'm really just buying 
time until it is finished.) 




Colormonitor//e 

Despite what Sandy thinks of them, the new Apple ColorMonitors are 
great I bought one for my lie recently, and it sure beats my old Monitor ][. 
The neatest part is that the monitor automatically detects the switch from 
graphics to text. When you use text software, the monitor becomes an 80 (or 
40) column black and white monochrome. With graphics, you get full color. I 
must point out, though, that you can override the color circuitry if you want to. 
This is useful for MousePaint (which looks really cruddy in color) or for 
programs that use the graphics screen for text (like Bank Street or 
Homeword). 

This is not to say that I can’t criticize it. The problem with my first monitor 
was that the screen was not level—it sloped from left to right, which was really 
distracting. I took it back, but found that every one in the store looked the 
same. The lie monitors looked fine, but the He monitors all sloped, i kept 
mine anyway, since I liked it, but I really urge Apple to look into this. It 
seems like the picture tube isn’t seated correctly, and my guess is that it 
was designed for the He housing, then adapted for the He. 

The monitor itself works fine, however, and it was cheaper than buying an 
RGB card and monitor. The ColorMonitors both work from the standard 
composite video signal on the He and He, so there is nothing else to buy. 
But if you see me in a neck brace, you’ll know why. 


Several computer hard- and software vendors in town offer discounts to 
ABUG members. I urge you to take advantage of this privilege, i won’t trade 
anywhere else, unless I just cannot get something from one of these nice 
companies. The next time you need something for your Apple, check the 
ABUG newsletter for these stores. I saved more on my monitor than i paid in 
ABUG dues. That alone makes being a member worthwhile. 


Until Steven Jobs is broke... 
Kevin Bradley 


NUTS TO PECAN PASCAL 

by Joseph Smith, Mark McFate, Randy Jordan 

I eagerly read the advertisement in the February 1986 BYTE (p 209) for a 
complete UCSD Pascal at a reasonable price. A problem arises in the 
difference between the Pecan definition of complete and mine. The price is 
certainly reasonable. 

The promises were: 

'And starting now, you don't have to settle for a stripped down version of 
Pascal in order to get a price that’s right." 



J 


"And if speed is what you're after, the latest native code version of UCSD 
Pascal actually benchmarks favorably with Turbo Pascal in execution time." 

"The system comes with an outstanding editor, a complete on-line tutorial, 

8087 math co-processor support and BCD (decimal arithmetic) included in 
the package at no extra cost." 

"You can use UCSD Pascal to write programs of any size on virtually any 
computer and port them to any other computer." 

I have previously used an Apple 1.1 version of Pascal which contained an 
assembler but no debugger or other frills ( i.e. print spooler, extended memory 
option, etc.). The following comments concern testing of the Pecan Software Stand 
Alone P-System for Apple II series computers. The testing was performed on a II+, 
lie, and an enhanced lie. 

The Pecan version received was IV.1.3., and an MS-DOS version (IV.2.1 R44) was 
borrowed as a benchmark run on an ATT 6300. 

The documentation received comprised two major volumes, one an APPLE II 
Installation guide and a P-SYSTEM & PASCAL Operation manual mostly written for 
the IBM PC. The Installation Guide made reference to many code files not on the 
provided disks (four in all). One of the missing files was PATCH.CODE. 

This file is required to allow the modification of system Drivers notably a 
SMARTERM II card for the II+. (Pecan has now provided the missing file following a 
phone call to TECH Support number, other files have been requested but not 
received.) 

Both reconfiguration and system setup capabilities are provided but setting 
HAS_EXTENDED_MEMORY to True does nothing in the IV.1.3 version. Pecan 
promises that the IV.2.1 for Apple (due in the summer of 1986) will open up a 
Ramworks II card. Purchasers of the IV.1.3 version are supposed to recieve a 
copy of the IV.2.1 version free of charge. 

Using the CONFIG program did allow the the modification of the number of tracks 
used by the system. Using DUODISK DRIVES you can format (using the 
FORMATTER program) for up to 38 tracks and increase the number of free blocks 
from 280 to 304. Also the interleaving of sectors can be modified, though it was not 
tried. 

Enough of what is not there and some comments about what is present in version 
IV.1.3. 


. 









The APPLE documentation assures me that the EDITOR resides on the boot disk 
however it does not and can not because the code is too large to fit into the 
remaining space on the boot (ROOT) disk. A user's program disks must contain the 
editor code as well as the compiler code, while under development, unless the user 
wants to be forever changing disks. This takes up 158 (editor 51, compiler 107) out 
of 280 blocks on a program disk. (A block is equal to two 3.3 sectors, 512 bytes.) 
The compiler is only 75 blocks in the version 1.1 and the editor does reside on the 
boot disk. The space limitation is completely unacceptable for anyone who is writing 
large programs or programs with multitudinous external units. There are lists of files 
in the documentation which are supposed to comprise disks which make up the 
system but the actual size of the code files or their absence makes some of these 
configurations impossible. 

A note, the system is supplied with a program called QUICKSTART.CODE it is 
intended to speedup applications but if QUICKSTART.CODE is used to try to speed 
up the operating system or other applications they get bigger and do not speedup 
anything. 


This brings us to the most serious fault of the PECAN system ... SPEED, or the lack 
thereof. Not only are the Bootup, Filer, System, Editor, and screens slower but ANY 
application is slower. 


FUNCTION (Average time in Seconds) 

Elapsed time from keystroke 

PECAN IV 

APPLE 1.1 

1) Cold boot (power up) 

55 

13 

2) F(iler (to filer from system) 

18 

3 

3)Q(uit (from filer) 

5 

3 

4) E(dit 

25 

4 

5) Q(uit (from editor, 2 keystrokes) 

14 

4 


The MUSIC is a program from APPLE PASCAL: A hands on approach. This program 
was used to demonstrate musical notes. The source is the same for both the SIEVE 
and MUSIC programs even though the two programs had to be RECOMPILED to run 
under their respective operating systems. Code files were NOT transportable in 
either direction. 

The one bright note about the Compiler in the PECAN system could be the inclusion 
of the TRANCENDENTAL UNIT into compiler, however weak this might be we have 
yet to run a program using REALS without getting a 'INCOMPATABLE REAL 
NUMBER' Error during runtime. 






Another problem is in the editor of the new system. There is the lack of buffer 
space. The editor text is RAM space dependent. The 1.1 Editor allowed 17406 
BYTES of file space, The default PECAN editor 8802 BYTES. After modification 
using CONFIG. CODE and changing the HI WORD to BFFE as instructed in the 
Installations Guide the 11+ with a SMARTERM II board has 12170 BYTES and any 
HE 9826 BYTES. After a phone call to the TECH "The 2.1 Editor will not be limited in 
buffer size. "Another note, the new editor does away with the S(ave) function and 
substitutes a ’$’ Wildcard in the W(rite) command. 

The PECAN systems for both ATT 6300 and APPLE were supplied with a program 
called REMTALK.CODE in order to transport between the two systems. The 
versions are incompatible and ail attempts to mofify them have failed. 

Overall the people testing this system have been disappointed with the exception 
of the ATT 6300 version which could be a real contender against TURBO PASCAL in 
both speed and utility. But the APPLE implementation is a DOG! 


PRODUCT REVIEW: Sensible Speller Prodos version (DOS versions also 
available) 

Manufacturer: Sensible Software, Inc., 210 S. Woodward, Suite 229, 
Birmingham, Ml 48011 
Hardware: Apple He, lie 

Price: $125 standard price (seen as low as $64.95) 

Reviewer: Eric Flescher, 2412 Sequoia CL, Lawrence, KS 66046 

Well I finally broke down and bought a spelling checker. For a long time I've 
been telling myself that I didn’t need one. I didn’t want to get too 
mechanized. I wasn't too lazy to look up words in the dictionary, was I ? And 
for a long time this was fine- until problems appeared. 

It was taking a long time to check over my articles for the ABUG 
newsletter, school materials and other assorted manuscripts, etc. 
Embarrassing spelling mistakes and assorted "gremlins" still appeared, even 
after checking thoroughly! One side of me hated to admit I needed help but 
the perfectionist in me said "You need help”! The answer was the Sensible 
Speller Prodos Version. 

This checker fit several of my needs. Compatible with Appleworks (which I 
use extensively), it could be used with Applewriter ProDOS version, Word 
Juggler and others (PFS:write, Mouseword, text files. It also had a (74 page) 
well written manual and good interna! documentation. S wanted good 
dictionary capabilities and this contains 80,000 real words. And I wanted to 
be able to add my own words and customize it to meet my needs. (Several 
other checkers offer merge options which I thought S did not want. If you do, 
consult others too). I found the reviews of it, in some magazines, to be quite 
good and other friends told me that the DOS version was good. So I took the 
plunge! 










The version comes with a 3.5" disk and a set of 5.25" disks. You can turn 
in the other for duplicate copy on the size disk you desire. You receive the 
Sensible Speller Program disk and the Random House Dictionary disK (mam 
program orHrcmt with supplementary on the flip side). ^ 

crJrialists out there other customized dictionaries are offered which 
include the Black's Law Dictionary ($99.95), Stedman’s Medical Dictionary 
($99 d 95) and the Sensible Technical Dictionary - science, electronic and 
other words for ($59.95). 

i hooted up the program disk. In the main menu, I hit <C> to begin to 
check the words in this article. My disk with the article was then inserted in 
, • fa ft er taking out program disk). The article was recalled via its 

of the disk listed. You are then told the 
number of document words read and, excluding| the duplicates^ the-number 
of unique words. I inserted the dictionary disk in drive #2.called up the 
6 LtioS Program and then the words were checked witheach set o 
aiohabetical letters displayed when that section is completed. Suspect 
words are displayed or can be printed. Then the fun starts. Each suspec 
word is displayed at the top of the screen, highlighted within your original 
text You have several options. Correct possible spelling versions can be 
displayed or listed from the dictionary. (You can pick from the displayed 
words^to replace your suspect word which I thought was very great), i 
can add this word to the dictionary, ignore it, replace it with a new word or 
mark it misspelled and then save the corrected program to disk. Pretty soon 
the article was done all neat and correct. 

The documentation is great and it is a well written program. Hiked its 
menus, options and displays. You have to get used to switching the 
appropriate disks and learning the ProDOS lingo (if you dont already know it) 
but it is real nice because it works hand in hand with Appleworks. It s frien y 
and once you get the right sequence of switching the disks, operations are 
much faster. Checking this article from start to finish took about 2^5 
minutes. Lengthier documents of course will take longer. (Having 12 
version speeds up the process by a factor of 3.51). 

Check on those words and check out the Sensible Speller ProDOS 
version. If you have Appleworks or the other ProDOS based word 
processors, I'd recommend it! 









PRODUCT REVIEW: PLUSWORKS An Appleworks modifier for the Apple ][+ 

Reviewer: Courtney Jackson 
Manufacturer: Norwich Data Services 

P.0.356 

East Norwich, NY 11732-0356 

(516)922-9584 

Price: 19.95 (49.95 for XM & XMP versions) 

By now most readers of this article have heard about several programs 
which modify Appleworks to run on your ][+ (with certain conditions, of 
course). No longer do ][e owners have to have all the fun. 

One of the best Appleworks modifier programs on the market is 
PLUSWORKS. This program will allow several hardware options that the 
others will not. I have now owned PLUSWORKS since August, 85, and never 
had problems due to the modifications performed to Appleworks. 

Why then have I waited so long to review what t believe to be such a great 
program? Well, the current issue of A+ magazine contains a very short, 
bland description of these three modifier programs. The author, a highly 
respected Gary Little, touches on the Videx and Checkmate modifiers and 
only mentions PLUSWORKS in passing. This was unfortunate since the true 
base of possible ][+ Appleworks users is VERY large (please read in "money 
for APPLE") and Gary could have explained much better then he did in the Q 
& A section of A+. 

Well, enough belittling Gary (sorry about that pun). Lets look at what each 
modifier program has to offer you: 

VIDEX’s Modifier Plus 

-Supports only Videx Videoterm work-a-likes. 

-Supports memory expansion cards (K max??) 

CHECKMATE TECHNOLOGY'S Appleworks Modifier 

-Must be used with their own Multiview 80 col card. 

-Will support their own memory card (in the future). 

PLUSWORKS 

-Supports ail MAJOR 80 col cards. 

-Supports all MAJOR ram expansion cards (to 1024K !!). 

-XMP version supports 64K on CMP cards. 

-Supports non-Apple keyboards. 

-Supports Franklin hardware. 

-Ram disk configuration possible (only with 256K and up). 

-Database expansion (4200 records). 

-Supports shift key mod (Really you NEED this, it helps). 

-Copyable. 






Gary Little, in his answer to one reader, mentions that difficulties arise 
when using the remapped ][e keys on the ][+. i would like to go on record that 
using my remapped keyboard for Appleworks is easier then using Piewriter's 
(a word processor that I make extensive use of also) control key commands 
and many others. Mr. Little has probably had very little experience using 
Plus works, otherwise he might have noticed it really is EASY! 

Let me start by giving an example of Plusworks keyboard layout. The 
Appleworks program makes heavy use of the ’OPEN APPLE' key. Plusworks 
substitutes the <ESC> key for this function. Simple enough. Now, some of 
the hardcore Appleworks users will note that Appleworks uses the <ESC> 
key also. In that case, simply press <ESC> twice for the Appleworks <ESC>. 

Cursor movement commands that were orginaily assigned to the arrow 
keys now are mapped to the following keys (all use the <CTRL> key in 
conjunction): 

Cursor up 
E 

Cursor left S D Cursor right 
X 


Cursor down 


These are all within easy reach of one hand. Nothing like other modifiers that 
force you to use the joystick button (very clumsy) or a combination of three 
keys. Next to the <ESC> key, these are the most used control keys. You 
want the keys to be handy because of that. 


Some of the other commands used with Plusworks are: 


<SHIFT> <CTRL-E> 
<SHIFT> <CTRL-X> 
<SHIFT> <CTRL-S> 
<SHIFT> <CTRL-D> 
<SHIFT> (LEFT ARROW) 
<CTRL-I> 

<SHIFT> <CTRL-I> 
<CTRL-A> 


Up one page 
Down one page 
Left one word 
Right one word 
Destructive back space 
Tab forward 
Tab backward 
Caps lock 





The arrow keys on my Apple work pretty much as you would expect them to. 
All characters are available through the use of the <ESC> key. 

If you have a ASCII keyboard the keys may be remapped differently, if 
you so desire. Even with this type of keyboard it is still advisable to have the 
shift key mod installed. The Franklin keyboard is supported fully (arrow keys, 
del key, etc.) 

Piusworks also supports a ram disk feature if you have 256K of memory or 
more. Two types of ram disks are supported with my version. One 
configuration loads ail Appleworks modules in free desktop space but drive 
one still must contain the Appleworks diskette. The second configuration 
operates as a real ram disk and speeds up Appleworks module access 
tremendously, although defaults normally saved to the Appleworks diskette 
are lost. 

That leaves us with an optional printer mod that pre-processed the high bit 
of the printer byte. This is used for properly configuring some printer 
interfaces. This option is selected upon modifying the Appleworks diskette. 

Piusworks comes in two flavors, the XM version which will only configure a 
64K apple or the XM or XMP version which allows for the use of additional 
memory in any slot (one slot only...). Sf you do have a 128K card you can 
have a whopping 120K desktop! The XM and XMP versions allow those 
specials mentioned earlier also, such as a ram disk, expanded database, 
etc. 


If there are some ][+ users that have not tried Appleworks yet, do so. ft is 
a very good program and all the better if you don’t have to shell out money for 
a][e. 


PRODUCT REVIEW: Ramworks II Comments 
by Jack Warner 

(reprinted from Atlanta Area AppleUsers Group, Vol. 2 No. 2) 

I noted R. F. Whatley's enthusiastic review last month of Apple Engineering 
Ramworks card and I thought I’d throw in a few observations of my own. I 
purchased a 512K Ramworks II card last fall, shortly after Apple announced its 
own memory card. Whoever I talked to at Applied Engineering assured me 
their card was superior to the Apple card in every way, and would be 
compatible with anything written for the Apple card. 

There, unfortunately, lies the rub. That’s not true and if I had thought much 
about it I would have seen it was untrue on the face of it. Apple's card goes in 
any slot from 1 through 7; Applied Engineering's cards replace the 80- 
column card. Sure enough, the first big program I bought after getting the 
card-Managing Your Money-looks for the Apple card and ignores the AE 
card. 








What this amounts to is 'compatible,' in Applied Engineering's lexicon, means 
'it won't crash the program.' It doesn't mean that if the program is designed to 
use extra memory, it will find and use the Applied Engineering card, which is 
certainly what I thought it meant. 

Obviously some of the responsibility for this lies with the software publishers, 
but I do feel I was, in effect, lied to by Applied Engineering. 

Nonetheless, once the card is running with Appleworks, it is a joy. It also 
works very well with ASCII Express, either the ProDOS or the DOS 3.3 
version. But of all the programs I have, perhaps Fontrix is the most 
dramatically improved. Any of you who have struggled with the incessant disk 
access of a graffile could imagine what it would mean to be able to scroll 
entirely across a graffile with no noticeable delays. Since getting the card, I 
have upgraded it to a full megabyte. My wife asks me what I’m going to do 
with all that memory. It's nice for alot of things, but best of all for sneering at 
IBM's! 

Mr. Whatley found AE's technical support good. I have not had a very good 
experience with them. My first problem was that the partitioning program to 
set up the ProDOS ramdisk wouldn’t work. They had to send me another disk 
with a corrected program. 

When I called to grouse about Managing Your Money not recognizing their 
card, a supercilious young man said 'does the program hang up? Does your 
program run? Yes? then I don't understand what your problem is. 

What this amounts to is 'compatible,' in Applied Engineering's lexicon, means 
'it won't crash the program.' It doesn’t mean that if the program is designed to 
use extra memory, it will find and use the Applied Engineering card, which is 
certainly what I thought it meant. 

Obviously some of the responsibility for this lies with the software publishers, 
but I do feel I was, in effect, lied to by Applied Engineering. 

Nonetheless, once the card is running with Appleworks, it is a joy. It also 
works very well with ASCII Express, either the ProDOS or the DOS 3.3 
version. But of all the programs I have, perhaps Fontrix is the most 
dramatically improved. Any of you who have struggled with the incessant disk 
access of a graffile could imagine what it would mean to be able to scroll 
entirely across a graffile with no noticeable delays. Since getting the card, I 
have upgraded it to a full megabyte. My wife asks me what I'm going to do 
with all that memory. It’s nice for alot of things, but best of all for sneering at 
IBM's! 





PRODUCT REVIEW: Nite Owl Developer Disk #1 
Author: Bob Shofstall 

Manufacturer: Nite Owl Productions,5734 Lamar Avenue, 

Mission, Kansas 66202 
Hardware:Apple ME ,IIC 
Price: ? 

Reviewer: Eric Flescher ,2412 Sequoia Ct.,Lawrence, KS 
66046 

I recently received a yellow package at one of the ABUG meetings. Enclosed 
was the Developer’s Disk #1 from a Nite Owl, in nearby Mission, KS. I like to 
program and it said it was a utility to aid this process. So I decided, lets 
review it! 

The yellow package contained a disk and a 48 page guidebook. The disk 
provides routines, artd information which helps Applesoft programmers 
create programs for the Apple lie and the lie. Back up copies can be made 
and the company has a 30 day full refund/replacement warranty. 

The first program, Nite Owl Run Time (NORT) is a set of machine language 
routines which provide eight additional commands to the standard Pro DOS 
operating system. The Quick Index command will allow you to organize and 
display all subdirectory files, including locked files. GETFILE command gets 
a file from within an Applesoft program. TYPE displays a text file while the 
ONEXIT command allows you to customize the ESC key. BEEP allows you 
to generate a ProDOS beep and the CLICK command produces a click. 
Lastly, the TONE command generates sound according to a specified pitch 
and duration (for musical enthusiasts). EXIT allows you to remove the NORT 
program environment from your computer memory. And there are more 
routines. 

The PACKER allows you to pack a standard HIRES picture into a BRUNable 
file which can be accessed by the QUICK INDEX. Other commands such as 
GETSTRING, three new ProDos commands which allow you to input various 
commands from the keyboard. SETDATE is a binary file which will allow you 
set the date. 

The disk also has the demo program which demonstrates the DAS editor, 
which is an Applesoft Editor. This program is useful for debugging Applesoft 
programs as it allows access to 30 commands. (This DAS Editor is priced at 
an additional $39.95). 

I think that, overall, this is a credible effort by a hometown company. I can 
see that they have put a lot of time and effort in trying to make it a good 
product. However, I'd like to suggest some improvements. 





The manual I felt to be somewhat confusing, and too verbose. An illustration 
of screen displays would have made certain parts of the manual, and the 
command use, clearer. I feel that the author missed a good opportunity to 
sell his product by not including a section in the beginning of the manual 
concerning solid and concrete examples of the importance and usefulness 
of the programs and commands. 

Maybe a whole set of demos would have done the trick. The backside of the 
disk did contain some demos concerning ProDOS and Applesoft but I did not 
feel that they really communicate much that was new. (In any case,if you are 
interested, they are seeking submissions of programs so if you have some 
ideas contact the author). 

If you use ProDOS, you may find this set of programs useful. The PACKER 
seemed to be a nice feature. I found some of the NORT environment 
commands to have possible potential, but, frankly I have very little use for 
another way of generating clicks, beeps and sounds. The beginner in 
ProDOS may not want these features, but the intermediate and advanced 
user might. Look over Night Owl and decide for yourself whether it is a wise 
choice to add to your library. 


Thanks to DISCWASHER for sending us the following products for review 
and thanks, too, to the reviewers for taking the time to experiment with and 
review them (order forms can be found at the ABUG General Meeting). 

PRODUCT REVIEW: Uninterruptible Power Supply (UPS) 

Manufacturer: discwasher 
System Requirements: Apple lie 
Price: Special to members $134.95 
Reviewer: Sandy Brockmann 

UPS set-up is simple: first charge the UPS for 12-16 hours, then, making 
sure the UPS on/off is set to OFF and the He on/off is set to ON, just plug the 
UPS plug (7-pin female DIN connector) into the power input socket on the 
back of the computer. The UPS switch then becomes your everyday on/off 
control. 

The UPS performs as advertised: it gives your He and flat pane! display a 
portable source of power, for up to seven hours (depending on what 
peripherals you might have connected to your computer). The newly charged 
UPS I reviewed gave me exactly 8 hours on test #1, 8:05 hours on test #2 
and 8 hours on test #3 with a bare He before it needed re-charging. 

The UPS has a low power level warning sound, which signal warns you that 
you have 10 minutes of power remaining before the system automatically 
shuts off. The manual warns you to heed the signal, save your files and re¬ 
charge as soon as possible. Other warnings include: do not charge if the 
ambient air temperature exceeds 105 degrees F, provide ventilation if the 
temperature exceeds 90 degrees F, do not leave discharged overnight or the 
UPS will no longer take a full charge, do not leave discharged for a week or 
longer or permanent damage will occur. 







The manual is very complete. It explains set-up, connection, testing, low 
voltage warning, how to use, how to charge, warnings, how to store for 
extended periods, fuse replacement and troubleshooting. 

Recommendations: The UPS is a tiny, inexpensive marvel for what it does. 
Power outs occur all the time and seven hours is more than adequate time for 
most of us to continue our work and save our files. 

PRODUCT REVIEW: Apple Clean Runner 
Price: $14.95 (to ABUG members) 

Reviewer: Mike Anderson 

Apple Clean Runner, Discwasher's disk drive cleaning program, is very easy 
to use, and fast. The small tutorial-flyer was clear enough, but not essential, 
since the program itself takes you through the disk-cleaning operation step 
by step. The tutorial does explain (in layman's language) how the cleaning 
actually takes place, and why it's necessary-which was enlightening. The 
cleaning disk is good for 20 uses and keeps track of those uses for you, but it 
does not tell you how often to clean your drive. All in all, it’s one of those 
programs that apparently does just what it's supposed to do. It could do a 
better job of convincing me I really need it! 

PRODUCT REVIEW: The CALLING FOUR Game Port Expander 
Reviewer: Courtney Jackson 
Manufacturer: Discwasher 

1407 N. Providence Rd. 

Columbia, Mo. 65205 
Price $49.95 

Those of you who have found that their Koala pad is great for drawing but 
lousy for games or some applications, there exists a device called the 
CALLING FOUR game port expander. This device Semi-automates the task 
of switching different game devices without disconnecting them. 

The CALLING FOUR switches between any four game input devices 
without unplugging them. The switching is accomplished by simple keyboard 
commands before booting or possibly during program operation. This 
switching does not require software so you may toggle between the input 
devices during an Applesoft or monitor prompt. 

To switch to any of the four ports you simply POKE one of the slot I/O 
addresses (as shown in the manual) with the requested device number (0 to 
3). An example for the CALLING FOUR installed in slot 7 and activating your 
second input device, paddles for instance, would be; POKE -16144,1. This 
immediately switches to game expansion port 2. An LED 'active port' 
indicator signals which port is currently active. 

Hardware 

The CALLING FOUR port expander consists of one peripheral card, an 
'active port' indicator for mounting near the keyboard and a game I/O plug for 
the motherboard. 
















The peripheral card contains four 16 pin game I/O jacks for installng your 
favorite controllers (paddles, lightpens.joysticks, trackballs, etc.). This means 
that all controllers plug onto the card and are not left dangling on a smaller 
extension board. 

The hardware design of the CALLING FOUR card uses all low power 
devices with the exception of one 1C and is of simple design. The IC's are 
socketed and retain their part numbers for easy repair. No schematic is 
provided though. 

Applications 

Can you use this board with protected software? The answer is yes; 
provided one additional step is taken before the boot of the protected 
software. Turn on your Apple and RESET to Applesoft. Then type in the 
POKE as described above then PR#6 into the protected software once 
again. 

This product would be of benefit to you if the space between your 
computer (top and sides) was at the absolute minimum or if you were using 
one of the more popular plastic cowlings, with the built in fans. More 
appropriately, do you have a skyscraper of books laying on your Apple? 

The CALLING FOUR expander is somewhat a case of borderline 
usefulness overkill. Most people can take the time to open the Apple and 
unplug the controllers or purchase a simple switchbox. The CALLING FOUR 
expands on this manual switchbox idea and partially automates it. 

If you have many people using the Apple and various controllers MUST be 
used, maybe this is a cleaner way to go then letting everybody 'inside the 
machine'. 

This product, although not one of those must have products for your 
Apple, does fill its niche in the controller world and, if purchased, would do so 
admirably. 

PRODUCT REVIEW: Catling Four // (a Port Expander) 

Manufacturer: DISCWASHER 

1407 North Providence Road P.O.Box 6021 
Columbia, Mo. 65205 

Hardware requirements: Apple //c joystick, mouse, paddle, graphic table, 
etc. 

Price: $49.95 
Reviewer: Allen Peyton 

The Calling Four // is a device designed to expand the joystick port to allow 
you to have up to four items installed in it at all times. It does an excellent job 
of performing that function. However, in my opinion, there are a few potential 
design flaws. 





1. When placed under the lie as directed it tends to make it unstable, to a 
minor extent. 

2. When placed under the upper right corner it blocks the air flow that some 
articles stress as essential (the handle on the He is designed to support the 
unit to insure that it will get good air flow). 

3. The plug that connects the Calling Four // to the computer does not have 
the thumb screws to hold it solid, yet each of its four ports do have screw 
holes. 

4. The #4 Port is for the mouse only and the instructions advise that the unit 
may be damaged if any thing else is installed in that port. However the port on 
the He is the same for the joystick and the mouse. This special port makes it 
essential that this device be installed with care preferably by an adult. 

If these design defects were corrected it would be an excellent accessory, 
even if you have only two items in use. I sincerely hope that they come out 
with an improved version of this item, as it is nice not to have to change the 
plugs each time you want to change from the mouse to a joystick or other 
accessory that uses the same port. 

PRODUCT REVIEW: Cari Portable Powered Work Station 
Manufacturer: Discwasher 
Price: $179.95 

Equipment Required: Apple lie, (*) Flat Screen Display, UniDisk 3.5, 
ProModem 300, lie System JCIock, any other transportable accessories. (*) 
Required for true portable operation. 

Other: Any other equipment that requires another power source may be 
used if facilities allow. 

Reviewed by John Thatcher 

Discwasher's Cari is a carrying case for your Apple He that includes more than 
just a padded bag. It includes an up-to-7-hour, rechargeable power supply 
that allows you to actually use your He while your are travelling, and has 
enough room to store additional equipment or peripherals, as well as disks 
and manuals. In short, it is a complete portable workstation for your computer. 

The carrying case is well designed. The lie is placed sideways at one end, 
with the portable power supply fitting behind it. The He power transformer will 
fit beside the power supply, with space for the ProModem 300 to remain in 
place on the lie. Without the ProModem, you could squeeze in a UniDisk 3.5 
instead. There is also room in back of the power supply for low-profile 
modems or possibly even the external lie drive. There is a pocket across the 
top of the case for disk and manual storage. 

The entire case is padded, to provide protection against bumps and jars 
during travel, and the top of the case provides additional foam to keep the 
computer from moving around and to protect the flat screen. 









The power supply is the same as the Discwashers Uninteruptibie Power 
Supply, and may also be used while the computer is operating on AC power. 
Using the power supply in this manner gives you aded protection from power 
failures, allowing you to keep working or to save your files. Keeping the 
power supply plugged in also keeps it at maximum charge, so that its ready 
whenever you need it. 

The power supply does not have its own power cord, but rather uses the He s 
transformer as its power supply. This is a disadvantage because it requires 
you to keep the transformer with you if you plan extended travelling, and will 
reduce the number of peripherals you may take along in the case (unless you 
can pack it with something else). It also increases the recharge time if your 
computer is being used frequently. The maximum recharge time is 12-16 
hours, if the computer is not being used. 


MAY DISK OF THE MONTH: 

Appleworks Templates 
(Educa tional, A dm in is tra five) 










Apple Bits User’s Group: Information 

ABU6 General Meeting: The Apple Bits User’s Group meets on the second Wednesday of each month at Baptist Medical 
Center in the Curry Education Building, 6601 Rockhili Road, Kansas City, Missouri (Rockhili Road and Holmes with the 
entrance to the parking lot on the west end of the complex off Holmes). The meeting begins with a question and answer 
session from 6:30-7:00, continues into the main portion of the program at 7:00 and ends around 9:00 with the sale of disks 
and other computer supplies. All computer enthusiasts are encouraged to attend-membership is not a requirement. 

ABUG Hew User’s Meeting: The small group for the new user meets on the fourth Tuesday of each month at the 
MidAmerican Bank, 4700 West 50th Terrace (off Roe at 50th). Meeting time is 8:00 although we usually arrive at 7:30 to 
begin the question and answer period. Joe Ryan is the new user coordinator and Tom Vanderpool is our “expert user in 
residence” who answers all of our questions in a language even the newest user can understand. New user’s can look 
forward to an introduction to these topics during the calendar year: 

June Spreadsheets 
July Databases 
Aug. Telecommunications 
Sep. Programming Pt.1 

ABUG Macintosh Group: The Macintosh Special Interest Group meets on the fourth Tuesday of each month at announced 
locations (call Alan Mast at 472-7226). The group is made up of new and seasoned Mac users who are all eager for more 
Mac participants with whom they can share information. Chairman for the group are Travis Butler and Alan Mast 
(454-6273 evenings/472-7226 days). The ABUG Macintosh library is featured at each Mac meeting. 

ABUG Purpose: The Apple Bits User’s Group is a non-profit organization dedicated to sharing and disseminating 
information about the use of the microcomputer. There are over 500 members with the majority of those being from the 
Greater Kansas City metropolitan area. Benefits to members include: the monthly newsletter; access to the Archive 
Library. 1; information gleaned through attending our monthly and special meetings; a library of newsletters from ABUG 
and other computer ciubs throughput the country; ABUG software (for purchase) dating from 1981 to the present; priority 
I.D.’s on ABUG’s BBS, PMS; access to the club’s copy of the Apple Technical Reference Notes; corporate membership in 
Cal! A.P.P.L.E. and The International Apple Core; as well as the personal benefit of an organization where you can share 
your knowledge, enthusiasm and expertise in the company of those with similar interests. 

ABUG Sales: At each General Meeting, the group offers for sale to ABUG members a number of products related to computer use. 
Among those items are blank disks, a monthly Disk of the Month featuring various and sundry programs, commercial software and 
other new products available. All sales take place from 6:30 - 7:00 p.m. and after the General Meeting. 

ABUG BBS: The group maintains a 300 baud, 24 hour Bulletin Board System which is available to computer users 
throughout the world, regardless of club affiliation. ABUG PMS includes 6 drives devoted to public and private messages, 
Apple technical help, directories, features, club information and manufacturers special offers (816-523-0304 ABUG PMS). 

ABUG Volunteers: There are no paid ABUG employees. All efforts by Board Members, Directors and others are strictly 
volunteer and are decidedly a labor of love. If you would like to participate in the running of the club (and you are needed) 
or if you have ideas you would like to see implemented, please contact a Board Member. 

ABUG - How To Join: Membership fee is $20 per year. To become a member, send check, cash or money order for $20 to Apple Bits, 
Box 368, Mission, KS 66201. 


Oct. Peripherals Pt.1 
Nov. Peripherals Pt. 2 
Dec. No Meeting 
Jan. DOS-ProDOS Pt. 1 


Feb. DOS-ProDOS Pt.2 
Mar. System Master 
Apr. Word Processors 
May Graphics 


Treasurers Report 
as of 3/18/86 

Cash on Hand.$277.00 

Balance in Chk Acct .... $2997.49 
Inventory.$2276.30 


Call A Computer! 
ABUG PMS 
816/523-0304 
300 Baud 
24 Hrs. 

















ABUG thanks... 

the following stores offering discounts to Apple Bits members. 
Other stores wishing to be listed should contact a Board Member as 
listed on page 3. 


* 20% Club Discount 

Bottom Line Computers-Software 
(see listing below) 

*15% Club Discount 

Moore Business Center 
6402 College (341-4788) 


Bottom Line Computers - Hardware 
4722 N.E. Vivion Rd K.C. North (452-8588) 


Personal Computer Center 
3819 W. 95 Ranchmart (649-5942) 
9560 Quivira Rd Oak Park (888-4003) 
452 Ward Parkway Plaza (756-2202) 


National Software Rental 
95th & Metcalf (648-5933) 

*10% Club Discount 

CompuSoft Plus 
12020 W. 87 Lenexa (492-4718) 

7650 N. Oak Gladstone (436-9015) 

Custom Computers 

12103 Johnson Dr. Shawnee (631-7600) 

Softwaire Center Int’l 
3732 W. 95th (341-6711) 

* Free Membership 

Computer Resale Center 
502 W. 75 (523-3728) 

ABUG membership w/ each 
system purchase 


* Discounts are only available upon presentation of current ABUG member¬ 
ship card. Discounts do not apply to sale merchandise, books or magazines. 


ABUG ORDER FORM 

Mail completed form and check to: 
Apple Bits 

Box 368, Mission, KS 66201 


Name_ 

Address 


State_Zip_ 

_Date 



Description 

Price 

Quantity 

Extended 

A 

Apple Bits Membership 

Circle one: New Renew 

20.00 



B 

Current Disk-of-the-Month 

4.00 



C 

Past Disk-of-the-Month 
Month: 

4.00 




City __ 
Phone 































Introducing 
The Macintosh Office 

Come in and let us show you The Macintosh™Office, an extended 
family of office products designed to dramatically improve the productivity 
of your business. 

The cornerstone of The Macintosh Office is the family of Macintosh 
computers-the business computers designed to reduce computer start-up 
time from the better part of a 40-hour work week to just about a lunch hour. 

Add the AppleTalk™ Personal Network, a breakthrough in networking 
at a cost of just $50 a user. This easy-to-install network allows you to connect 
up to 32 desks and devices in The Macintosh Office. 

The LaserWriter is a powerful laser printer that will dramatically 
increase the quality of paperwork in your office by creating near publication 
quality documents that communicate more effectively and more persuasively. 

In short, The Macintosh Office focuses on the way you do business. 

That’s the vision. And now see the proof. Join us, won’t you? 


PCC 

Personal 

Computer 

Center 


Ranchmart 

Across from the 
Ranchmart Theater 
3819 W. 95th 
Overland Park, KS 
649-5942 


Country Club Plaza 

Next to Plaza III 
Restaurant 
452 Ward Parkway 
Kansas City, MO 
756-2202 


Orchard Corners 

9560 Quivira Rd. 
Lenexa, KS 
888-4003 


Authorized I filler 


© I9H5 Apple Computer Inc. Apple and the Apple 1 <>m<> are registered trademarks oj Apple Computer Inc. Macintosh is a trademark licensed to .Apple Computer Inc. 

































































Check your mailing label for the expiration 
date of your membership. It will be the 

7/2 only notice you get. If it is incorrect 

issn 0882-0406 contact your editor. 
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